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ENVIRONMENT-  FORESTS

Text of Forum’s letter dt. 27-8-10 addressed to the

four members of NTCA,

 Ministry of Environment & Forests, National Tiger Reserve

Authority, New Delhi

Sub: “DR. Y.S.R.Reddy Smruthi Vanam”

As you are aware, the Andhra Pradesh State Government

has decided to set up  the above Memorial project in an area

of 1424.14 Ha,(Compartment Nos. 656,657, 694 and 697),
near the Helicopter-Crash site, in Velugodu Reserve Forest in

Atmakuru Wildlife Management (WLM) Division in

Project Tiger Circle, Srisailam.  They are acquiring another
22.20 acres outside the RF. The helicopter crash-site is

Pavurala Gutta in Velugodu Reserve Forest-Gundla

Brahmeswara (GBM) Wildlife Sanctuary-Atmakuru WLM
Division (Compart. No.731)

We have to bring to your kind notice that despite your
commission having been appointed to examine the above

project vide item no 12 , the A.P.State Government has been

going ahead with the project. Recently, 2nd September was
announced as the date of inauguration of the project. We

immediately took up the matter with the Chief Minister, A.P

State Government  & other concerned officials asking them
not to go ahead with the project in view of the  fact that the

project has not been cleared. No reply has been received by

us to our letter  dated  9.8.10  to the State Government at
various levels.

We now enclose a report “ Confusion re YSR memorial:
our Top Forest officer contradicts the Minister clearing” in

TOI dt.25.8.2010, which is self explanatory. The explanation

by the Principal Chief Conservator of Forest that the project
lies outside  the Reserve Forest area and stating a reduced

area of the project (22 hectares  & not 1412 hectares) by

excluding the RF area) does not answer the issue raised by us
viz., that even if the main project is outside the RF area, its

inevitable links with the site of the helicopter crash deep inside

the RF area will definitely affect the RF. We asked for details of
work to be undertaken by the YSR Smruthivanam Project vide

our letter  dt. 17.6.2010  under RTA, but no response  is

received so far. We quote from our letter  dt  27.5.10 to you:

Quote:

“ the following projects will be very much in the RF area,

namely, breeding of animals & their release by wildlife wing –

with the prior permission of the GOI; peafowl and grey jungle

fowl breeding centre; ungulate (prey base) breeding centre;

nature trail; and bio-diversity park. The nature trail will involve

“ refurbishment of paths in smruti vanam area.

“ The aforesaid projects, however innocuous they may be

made to appear, will surely disturb the RF and the Tiger

Reserve.  We sought further clarifications by a  letter dated

23.4.10 from  the concerned project authorities, such as:

 To our question in letter dated 26.3.10 : “Whether any

work of whatsoever nature will be undertaken at the crash site

– if so, the particulars thereof.” you answered : “The project

works are confined to 1412.14 hectares of notified Smruti

Vanam area and 22.20 acres of the area outside the Reserved

Forest that is being acquired”. You referred to your above

same remarks to our another query, namely, :” Whether the

connecting road from ‘YSR Smruti Vanam’  project to the crash

site and the approach road  to the crash site / Shiva temple

will be changed in any manner, whatsoever.  Now Deccan

Chronicle, vide its issue dated 18.4.10, referring to the clearance

given by the State Government on 17.4.10,  attributes a

statement to the municipal administration minister, Mr. A.

Ramnarayana Reddy which , inter alia, states that Pavuralagutta,

where the helicopter carrying YSR crashed, would be developed

as a tourist spot by constructing new roads to reach the crash

site and developing the infrastructure to enable more people

to visit the place.  We wanted to know  the correct position

from the project authority, and requested for a copy of  the

State Government’s latest order / minutes of the meeting, etc.

We have not received any advices. “ Unquote.  A copy of our

aforesaid letter is enclosed

The statement of the Minister in Times of India of Aug.25,

which was promptly contradicted by the Principal Chief

Conservator of Forests, perhaps reveals  the truth, which is

sought to be kept carefully  under  wraps.  Kindly look into the

matter immediately and stop the inauguration of the project,

which may  be a tactic to confront the commission with a fait
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accomplice & build pressure on it by manipulating public

sentiments.

The Forum, by a letter of same date (27.8.10), have

also requested the Hon’ble Minister, Ministry of

Environment & Forests, Government of India, New Delhi to

intervene. A copy of letter to NTCA members has been

furnished to the Minister.

Through letters dt. 27.8.10, the Forum have voiced concerns

to the Principal Secretary to the CM, AP Govt. and Principal

Chief Conservator of Forests, AP and requested them to shelve

the project till clearance from Ministry of Environment & Forests,

GoI is received.

 ENVIRONMENT- WATER BODIES

1) Proposed YSR Memorial near IMAX theatre

Extracts from Forum’s letter dt. 9.8.10 to The Hon’ble

Chief Minister, AP:

We have come across newspaper reports on 5.8.10 (e.g.,

the Hindu and several other newspapers) that the Cabinet

“approved to lay foundation stone for the YSR Smrithi Vanam

at Pavuralagutta and YSR Memorial Park in city on September

2 to mark Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy’s first death anniversary”.

As regards YSR memorial near Imax theatre, this report

contradicts the earlier report in the Hindu and some other

newspapers dated 30.7.10 that the state has decided to seek

prior approval from the Supreme Court for the proposed

memorial to the late YSR near Prasad’s Imax theatre complex.

We would like to bring to your notice the following:

YSR Memorial Park near Hussainsagar.

1. The YSR memorial near Imax theatre would need the

prior clearance from the Hon’ble Supreme Court in terms of

their interim order dated 25.4.05 in Civil Appeal No. 2905-

2906 of 2005,  prohibiting any constructions in and around

the lake area of Hussain Sagar.  It is also pertinent to refer to

Chapter 7, para 7.6, Recommendation.7 (e) of the Supreme

Court-appointed Committee report, which stated that the site

of the Imax theatre  lay in the original bed of Hussainsagar

lake. This  observation  was endorsed by  the House Committee

of the Assembly to enquire into the construction of IMAX

Theatre Complex near NTR Gardens, Hyderabad in its report

presented on 04.06.2006 before the Hon’ble Speaker of the

Twelfth Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly.

2. The Memorial and Park consist of two parts one which

is of 4 acres which would be utilised for Memorial which is

adjacent to the IMAX theatre  and the second part is the 17

acres identified for the construction of the Park opposite to

the IMAX theatre which, as stated earlier,  is on the lake/lake

bed.  The four acres site is also on the lake bed; it is closer to

the lake than Imax theatre.

In view of the foregoing, a Notice objecting to the  location

of the YSR memorial on this site  was issued by our lawyers to
the State Chief Secretary , the Principal officers of HMDA,

BPPA, and MAUD. We consider that the inauguration of the
park before  obtaining  Supreme Court’s clearance will
tantamount to  disrespect and disregard  of the Supreme Court
order. It will be perceived as a tactic to confront the Judiciary
with a fait accomplice, to build pressure.  For the sake of good
order, we, therefore, request you to cancel the proposed
inauguration of the memorial park near Imax theatre. We
strongly urge upon your good office to refrain from any action
with respect to the memorial including laying of a foundation
stone etc until obtaining clearance from the Supreme Court of
India, as any such action will require us to proceed legally
including ‘contempt’ against the office of the Chief Minister,
the Chief Secretary, the Principal Secretary MA&UD and the
Commissioner, HMDA. We believe  that the office of the Chief
Minister cannot make itself party to illegal action and shall
therefore not act in violation of the orders of the Supreme
Court.

2). “Save Our Urban Lakes” (SOUL) had arranged a
Dharna at Naya Qila on 2.8.2010. to protest against allocating
historical water bodies and archaeological sites to private bodies
like Hyd. Golf Assocn. Dharna was attended by Dr.M.Mandal,
Sri.M.Vedakumar, Mohd. Afzul, Mohd. Iliyas, Dr. Jasveen Jairath
and local public.

Dharna at Nayaqila

3). Hyderabad CMS VATAVARAN  in association with
the Forum had organized an ECO-TRIP from Puranapool to
Chaderghat along Musi River on 9.8.2010 for students from

Students on Eco-Trip to observe the pollution of Musi River.



3

G K

G K

Website: www.hyderabadgreens.org                                                                                 E-mail: betterhyd@yahoo.co.in

different schools of twin cities. Sri M. Vedakumar, President
FBH as explained to the students, teachers about the history
and importance of the river Musi and its conservation. Sri
R.Venkata Ramana, Ex. Engr.-GHMC, Sri P.V.R.K. Prasad,
Dy.GM, HMWS&SB, Mrs. Indira Sampath, Regional Coordinator,
CMS Vatavaran and Mr. Prasad, AP Co-ordinator IYCN and
Ms. Jahnavi had participated. They had explained to the students
about Rubber Dams, sewage treatment plants along the Musi.

CMS VATAVARAN had also arranged a free festival of
environment & wildlife films for the students and public.

ENVIRONMENT- TREES

1. The Hindu dt. 25.7.10 had published a letter from
President Vriksha Mithra Anandnagar regarding haphazard/
unplanned cutting & chopping of tree branches on the roadsides
by Electricity Deptt. The Forum in letter dt. 28.7.10 have
reiterated to Divl. Engr. APSEB Somajiguda that chopping of
tree branches below transmission lines should be done by
trained staff under guidance of Forest Deptt. APSEB should,
without further delay, undertake the work of laying
underground cables, as provided in WALTA.

“We were astounded to find that on 29.7.10, at around 5
pm, some digging was going on in the area adjacent to the
Mustafa Khan Mosque and the grave yards. Tractor motors
were used to excavate the land.  Mustafa Khan Mosque is   a
monument within Nayaqila. Public access to it and the grave
yards  is protected under clause 2 of the MOU dated 23.9.09.
The work was carried under the direction of and in the presence
of  Shri Veerbhadra Rao, Superintending Archaeologist, Shri
Rashid Khan, Golconda conservation assistant of ASI, and some
members of the golf club and the contractor engaged by the
golf club.  Apart from being a historical monument which is to
be preserved, thereby ruling out any work, particularly digging,
around / near it  that may impact on its foundation, and any
interference with the water flow around it,  the Mosque has
deep religious significance  for the Muslims. The Muslim grave
yards  also  are of concern to the community. We have also
records to show that the contour of the area was flattened and
leveled from their original position with the use of heavy
machinery.

The people have a deep sense of attachment to the mosque
and the graveyards,  and they should be consulted before
undertaking any work in that area in any manner, especially if
it is not related to conservation.  There should have been joint
inspections with the civil society groups. By undertaking this
work unilaterally, you have violated such sentiment.  You seem
to have undertaken a war with the people, and prepared to
bulldoze the people’s sentiments, to support the golf club.

Reference is also drawn to clauses 7 to 11 of the MOU
dated 23.9.09. These provide that the layout plan of the entire
Golf Course including the completed portion, both within the
fort walls and outside, is submitted to the ASI by Hyderabad
Golf Association for its approval before any further work is
undertaken (clause 8). Clause 10 provides the GOAP shall
ensure that the ongoing activities which are taken up by the
Hyderabad Golf Assocn shall henceforth be carried out as per
layout plan submitted to ASI and strictly in consultation with
and as per the advice of ASI. Please advise whether such a lay
out plan has been provided and approved; if not, why further
activity is permitted by you. Please ensure that the plan provides
only for grassing ( in compliance with 19-1 of AM & ASR
Act1958) which only is permitted by the High Court  and not
for any new sand pitch(es), and that grassing is allowed only as
per the approved layout.  Please provide us with a copy of the
golf course lay out. Clause 11 provides that the GOAP shall
ensure that the Hyderabad Golf Assocn. furnishes the action
plan pertaining to the golf course developmental activities
proposed to be taken up in the Naya Qila area to the ASI and
the work is executed strictly in consultation with and as per
the advice of the ASI. Has such action plan been submitted
and approved ? If so, please furnish us with a copy thereof.
Clause 9 provides that keeping in view the archaeological
potential of the areas inside Naya Qila, ASI shall, as and when
it is felt necessary, and if required, carry out scientific clearance
operations to expose the buried structures beneath the earth,
prior to the landscaping of the Golf Course. Should this not be
done before digging around the Mosque- a monument ?

.......

Recently 25 full grown trees from ESI hospital premises
were translocated to Nanakramguda.

2 Photographs of road side trees in front of AP Secretariat,
which were cut, were published in the newspapers at the
material time and also in the Forum’s Newsletter: March-April
’10. Forum had written to various deptts. enquiring whether
proper approval was obtained before cutting. Dy. Commsr. of
Police, Central Zone has finally replied in letter dt. 5.8.10 that
high branches of trees were security risk for helicopters ferrying
VIPs to/from the Sectt.. At the request of  Security wing, GHMC
personnel carried out “trimming”  of the trees, and “not

cutting down” and hence WALTA was not applicable.
Readers who have seen the photographs will know whether it

was a case of “trimming’ or “cutting”.

HERITAGE- Golconda Fort- Golf Course

1)Digging  work adjacent  to Mustafa Khan Mosque and

grave yards area

Text of Forum’s letter dt 30.7.10 to the Superintending
Archaeologist, ASI Hyderabad, with suitable endorsements to
DG  ASI New Delhi and MD APTDCL Hyderabad:-
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The ostensible purpose of the digging is for growing grass
for the golf course. Although the growing of grass for the golf
course, is permitted by the High Court’s interim order dt 8.6.10,
it has to be done without changing contours. Further, the
provisions of Article 19(1) of the AM and ASR Act 1958 , does
not permit any digging except for cultivation, and that too, up
to 1 ft only.  We had advised you that this requirement cannot
be waived for growing grass, vide our letter  FBH/Heritage/6/
2010/80 Dt:21.6.2010.

In the past many violations of the MOU and the AM & ASR
Act 1958 had occurred, and these were brought to your notice
from time to time.  We presumed these could be due to the
chronic recalcitrance of the golf club coupled by laxity .......

The digging was stopped by you due to protests from the
local residents, with a statement by you that it will be resumed
on Monday. Please ensure that such digging does not recur.
Meanwhile, please acknowledge receipt of this letter.”

2) Digging of a new channel across Naya Qila part by
Golf Assocn.:

By cutting the channel, HGA is most probably trying to
make a new drainage. This will affect the existing flow of water
along the entire area, upstream & downstream, including the
Deccan Garden area still not identified by ASI. It will impact
upon the drainage system of Golconda Fort leading to drying
up of some land and may affect the safety of the monument.
This will amount to change of contour, prohibited by the High
Court order. It is also not permissible for anybody to change
the drainage and hydrology of a protected monument. Forum
through letters dt. 17.7.10 & 20.7.10 have requested the ASI
Hyd. to take a very serious view of HGA’s action, to close the
channel, to restore previous position, and to file FIR with the
police.

3) Dumping of garbage into Jamalikunta Darwaza Moat

Text of Forum’s letter dt. 17.7.10 to  the Commissioner, GHMC:

We enclose two photographs, showing how garbage is being
dumped into the Jamalikunta Darwaza moat. One photo shows
garbage actually being dumped; another picture shows how
the moat has been already filled up, to make it at the same
level as the land surrounding it.  The JCB machine(s) have
“GHMC” inscribed on it (them). The moat is an essential part
of the Golconda Fort precinct and falls within its protected
areas. The afore-said action violates the Ancient Monuments
and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act. 1958.  [In course
of time, the resultant land will be open to encroachment]

Please, therefore, immediately stop the work, and also take
appropriate action for restoration of the moat.  In due course,
please advise us of action taken.

4) Forum’s Advocate has served a notice dt.21.7.10
to: Suptdg. Archaeologist ASI Hyd., Principal Secy. YA
Tourism& Culture Deptt. Govt of AP, Collector &DM
Hyderabad, Commissioner. GHMC, Hyderabad Golf
Association, stating inter alia:-

� It has come to the notice of my client that big machines
are used for dumping  material and levelling the ground
in the protected monuments area.  Cutting of the new
channel is not permissible and using heavy machinery
for levelling ground etc., is also not permissible.  This
amounts to violation of the orders of the court dt.
8.6.2010.  My client has already addressed a letter to
you and there has been no response.

� You are hereby called up to stop the activity and
restore the land to the original shape and stop all
further works otherwise my client will be constrained
to initiate appropriate proceedings including one under
Contempt of Courts Act solely at your cost and risk.

5) The Forum have sought from ASI Hyderabad certain
info. on 30.07.10 under RTI Act:

i) Whether digging for growing grass has been
permitted by ASI to the golf club, as no digging can
take place except with the approval of Central Govt
under sec. 19(1) of AM & ASR Act 1958.

ii) If so, what is the depth of digging permitted vis-à-vis
the requirement for grassing for a golf course of
international standard;  what chemicals etc will be used
and their impact on the soil. Whether ASI have made
any study of the impact of such digging on underground
hydrology, drainage system, and potential of  impacting
on artefacts, treasures, buried structures beneath the
earth, in terms of clause 9 of  MOU dt 23.9.09. This is
pertinent as the area is virgin, unexplored and in the
past artefacts and silver coins were found while digging.
Whether, in addition to grassing in new areas, the
golf course has a plan of laying sandpits, as nothing
other than grassing has been permitted by the AP High
Court in its order.

iii) Whether layout plan of entire Golf Course both within
the fort walls and outside, has been submitted to ASI
by HGA for approval, before undertaking any further
work (clause 8) and approved by you. A copy of such
lay out plan and your approval may please be
furnished.

iv)  Whether HGA has furnished action plan pertaining
to proposed developmental activities in Naya Qila area
and whether such plan has been approved. (clause 9
of MOU). If so, a copy of the approved plan may please
be provided..

v) Whether ASI has examined the case for carrying out
scientific clearance operations to expose buried
structures beneath the earth, prior to landscaping of
the Golf Course (clause 9 of MOU).

vi) A contour map of Nayaqila area , including its water
bodies, may please be furnished as requested  earlier.

vii) Where the treasure troves, artefacts discovered during
digging   in the area adjacent to Mustafa Khan mosque
and  grave yards have been kept.

***
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