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HERITAGE- G Block of Secretariat
Text of Forum’s letter dt. 17-07-13 to the Chief
Secretary, Govt. of AP is reproduced. This is with
reference to reports in the media regarding
proposed demolition of G Block of the
Secretariat.
‘’Despite our communications and reminders in
this matter, no steps have been taken by the
Government of AP to declare G Block as a
Heritage Building and to undertake its
restoration as per the recommendations of the
Heritage Conservation Committee.

M. Vedakumar, Co-convener, INTACH AP State Chapter
during his visit to Havelock Bridge, Rajahmundry.

In view of the above and keeping in mind the
fact that the HCC has not been reconstituted
after the expiry of the term of the last
committee, it will be highly irregular for the
Government to undertake demolition of this
prime example of the city’s built heritage.

A team of INTACH members led by M.
Vedakumar, co-convener of the organisation,
visited the Havelock Bridge on Sunday and
spoke to media persons on the proposal of the
Railway Board, keeping it in abeyance,
demanding Rs.67 crore by South Central
Railway General Manager. It has to be recalled
that over the years, INTACH has taken up the
restoration and protection of hundreds of
monuments that fall outside the coverage of
the Archaeological Survey of India and other
government agencies and at times, local
authorities hand over the upkeep and
restoration of heritage structures to INTACH
directly.

Copies of earlier communications in this regard
are enclosed herewith for your information.’’
(Letter dt.6-5-11, A Note on G-Block, GAD
(SB-1) Dept. letter no.166672/SB.1/2003 dt.
25-4-11)
HERITAGE- HAVELOCK BRIDGE (Rajahmundry)
Extracts from a report published in the Hindu
on 01-07- 13 are reproduced.
The Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural
Heritage (INTACH) on Sunday demanded that
the Central government declare the historic
Havelock Bridge across river Godavari in
Rajahmundry as a ‘heritage spot’. It took strong
objection to the Railway Board’s proposal to sell
it as scrap and appealed to local public
representatives to take the initiative to protect
the marvel of British engineers.

Mr. Vedakumar said that the Railway General
Manager or Board should first speak to local
representatives and also address the concerns
of the public in this region.
He said that if this bridge is handed over to the
State government as a monument or heritage
spot and in turn it is converted into a
footbridge, it will serve for another 200 years.
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“This is a marvel of British engineers and their
technology. The future engineers of the country
have a lot to learn from this construction,” he
added.

explicit. Copies of the letter were endorsed to
Addl. Commissioner- GHMC- Urban Parks, DFOHyderabad, and The Right to Walk Foundation.
The Hindu has been mentioning number of
instances, where big trees have grown on Foot
Paths, encroaching space for pedestrians. These
trees are also not trimmed and often endanger
to public safety. This is due to wrong planning
of Tree plantation and the error should be
corrected with reference to the recent plan to
plant Two Lakh Trees.

The INTACH co-convener said that it is the
responsibility of the local MP, MLA and other
public representatives to push the matter
effectively with governments and see that the
bridge is declared a heritage structure.
URBAN PLANNING- PARKS & OPEN SPACE
Referring to recent press reports about the
proposed renovation of INDIRA Park and
VENGAL RAO Park in a big way by the GHMC ,
the Forum have sought from the Public
Information Officer in the office of Addl.
Commissioner (Parks) -GHMC, on 23-8-13, the
following information.

1) Only small trees should be planted on the
footpath.
2) Preferably plantation should be made on the
road touching the foot path. This will also
prevent parking of vehicles from the road
into the foot path.
3) Already Planted big trees posing danger to
public safety, may be translocated

‘’ Whether any renovation of any of the above
parks is under consideration, if so at what stage,
and particulars of the proposals for renovation.’’

4) All trees on the Foot path should be regularly
trimmed. So that they do not touch the
Electrical wires, Telephone wires and
neighboring houses.

HERITAGE-KOLANU BHARATI TEMPLE (KURNOOL)
On 29-05-13, the FORUM had written to the
Director- Deptt. of Archaeology &MuseumsHyderabad, requesting him to stop the
demolition of this temple. The Director in his
reply dt. 17-8-13 has mentioned that: ‘’.... the
temple is not protected by this deptt. Permission
has been given for Reconstruction of temple...
on 09-02-2012.Instructions have been issued to
the Committee/ Society of the temple to take
up the works under supervision of this office as
per the Archaelogical norms and conditions.’’

We request you to immediately make survey in
the context of the above factors, of the location
and the size of the trees along the various Foot
Paths by raising a special team.
URBAN LAKES- HUSSAINSAGAR
A report published in METRO INDIA, Hyderabad
issue is given below.
The ambitious Hussainsagar Cleaning Project is
turning into a case of too many cooks spoiling
the broth. Lack of coordination among the
multiple agencies overseeing the project has
resulted in wastage of resources.

Forum have again written to the Director on 2408-13 asking whether Reconstruction of the
temple will mean Restoration only, and
suggesting inclusion of the temple as a
Protected monument of Archaeology &
Museums Deptt.

The HMDA, which is supposed to implement the
project, has drawn flak for its inept handling and
there are allegations of unproductive
expenditure to the tune of over Rs 290 crore
within a span of nine months.

URBAN PLANNING - Tree Plantation on
Footpaths
FORUM’s letter dt. 24-7-13 to the
Commissioner- GHMC- Hyderabad is self
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He said that though the authorities had claimed
to have spent some Rs 190 crores on dredging
and water treatment, it only amounted to dribs
and drabs. While 135 million litres of water is
entering the nalas every day, only 40 MLD of
water is being treated and hence the major
chunk of the problem remains unattended.

The fact that four government agencies are
controlling the Hussainsagar lake is proving to
be an obstacle. Several prominent citizens and
NGOs working in the area of environmental
protection have suggested that the lake should
be brought under the jurisdiction of a single
authority, which can implement the
beautification, cleaning and maintenance
aspects.

“Efforts should be made to first arrest domestic
garbage by way of garbage collection which is
not being implemented on a consistent basis,”
Veda Kumar said. The domestic garbage should
not flow into the lake.

Presently, the bunds are controlled by GHMC,
water by Irrigation department, Necklace road
by Tourism, and the Lumbini Park and other
such locations by HMDA.
The environmentalists point out that the
government has failed to draw up a
comprehensive plan because of lack of
coordination among multiple agencies. It has
been adopting a lackadaisical approach in
implementing the projected sponsored by Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA).

Liquid waste should be diverted through an
under- ground drainage to Nalla Cheruvu.
Similarly, no untreated water should enter the
lake and interception should be ensured at all
vulnerable points. Construction of retaining
walls at all nalas and installation of sluice gates
are the measures needed to control and regulate
water flow into low lying areas.

M Veda Kumar, President of Forum for Better
Hyderabad, an environmental NGO, says that
unless all water- rain or garbage water- entering
the lake from different points are intercepted,
diverted and purified and then released into the
lake, the objective of the project cannot be
achieved.

“What is required is a single Lake Authority with
its own project proposal. Instead of ad-hoc
approach, the works should be taken up on
consistent basis. If done with proper care and
professional approach, it is possible to purify
the entire Hussainsagar lake in three years,”
Veda Kumar said.

GLIMPSES from FORUM’s 13th Anniversary Celebrations on 5th June 2013

Inaugural song by students

Sri. M. Vedakumar, President,
Forum For A Better Hyderabad in his presidential speech
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Dr. R. Hampaiah, Chairman, A.P. Biodiversity Board
speaking on the occassion

Sri. Sajjad Shahid, Secretary, Center for Deccan Studies,
Co-convenor, INTACH Hyderabad Chapter
speaking on the occassion

Dr. Rama S. Melkote, President,
Caring Citizens Collective addressing the gathering

Prof. Sheela Prasad, Centre for Regional studies, School of
Social Science, University of Hyderabad speaking on the
occation

Distribution of curry leaf plant

Audience at the function
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